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the presider makes a discourse for the edification of the
people, and to animate them to the practice of such
excellent things [or the imitation of such excellent
persons]. At the conclusion we all rise up together and
pray ; and, as we have said, when we have ceased from
prayer, the bread and wine and water are brought for-
ward, and the presider sends up prayer and thanksgiving
alike, to the utmost of his power. And the people
respond, saying, Amen. And then is made to each
the distribution and participation of the consecrated
elements '. And of those who have the means and will,
each according to his disposition gives what he wrill ;
and the collected sum is deposited with the presider,
and he aids the orphans and widows, and those who
through sickness or other cause are in need, and
those in bonds, and strangers ; and, in a word, he be-
comes the reliever of all who are in want."

In Justin Martyr I am unable to find even a single
vestige of the invocation of Saints. With regard to
Angels, however, there is a very celebrated passage 2,
to which Bellarmin and others appeal, as conclusive evi-
dence that the worship of them prevailed among Chris-
tians in his time, and was 'professed by Justin himself.

Justin, in his first Apology, having stated that the
Christians could never be induced to worship the
demons, whom the heathen worshipped and invoked,
proceeds thus 3 : " Whence also we are called Atheists,

rvv.                          2 Page 47.

3 The genuineness of this passage has been doubted. But I see
no ground for suspicion that it is spurious. It is found in the manu-
scripts of Justin's works ; of which the most ancient perhaps are
in the King's Library in Paris. I examined one there of a remote
date.